
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As I review our Annual Report, which details our financial status for the fiscal year ending June 30, I am reflecting
on the way our parish family has stepped up to serve our community and each other. They exemplify Christ's
mission in these challenging times. Our staff truly has gone the extra mile over the last year, coming in daily
through the lockdown, working their regular hours--and then some--and working really hard to keep things going.
We moved into our new office space in October and the staff settled in, and in December, Deacon Jim Nicholson
announced his retirement. In May, we were blessed with a new deacon as David Hammer was ordained.
Our Christmas and Easter celebrations were beautiful and as we slowly returned to congregational singing, we
found more reasons to be thankful. Each week, I am seeing more of you return to Mass and I am thrilled.
Our youth group under the leadership of Heather Marsh, has become a haven for both Catholic and non-Catholic
youth as she has developed numerous initiatives both online and face-to-face to keep our young people involved
and participating in fellowship and prayer. The Faith Formation program, also under Heather's direction, was able
to accommodate families both online and face-to-face and as a result, we had 10 children make their First
Communion and 35 who were confirmed.
As we carve a new path forward from our year of isolation and pandemic and into whatever our new "normal" will
be, I am encouraged and humbled by the growing participation in Mass and in parish activities. We closed our
fiscal year with our parish picnic--which was suspended in 2020 due to the pandemic--and it was very well attended.
Again, our staff and volunteers really did a marvelous job in making sure it was a success.
Financially, we have been able to stay on track, all because of you. Your giving has sustained us and helped us to
thrive despite the uncertainties we faced over the last year. I thank all of you who have continued to support the
parish through online giving and through mailing in your envelopes. Without your generous support, I do not know
how we would have gotten through the last year.
I hope you take the time to read through this annual report and take note of the financial status as well as the
updates in our parish ministries. Please know how eternally grateful I am for all you have done over the last year
and all you continue to do for me, for our parish community, and for the church, both at St. Elizabeth and at St.
Dominic Oratory in Clinton.
May the peace of Christ be with you always and may God continue to bless and keep us all over the next fiscal
year.
In Christ,

Fr. Dan Wheeler

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
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July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021

St. Elizabeth Parish Council
The Parish Council acts as a focal point of unity and a channel of communication and cooperation, planning for
future growth and coordinating the efforts and activities of the parish in the service of our mission. The Parish
Council consults with the pastor, and this consultation is derived from prayerful and thoughtful preparation and
joining together in the Holy Spirit. The Parish Council maintains a vision of the Church that reflects the people of
God acting as a community focused on evangelizing the people of God.

The St. Elizabeth Parish Council is comprised of Stan Ames (Chair), Mary Kirby, Robyn Francis, Jeff Monahan,
Mary Kokenakes, Jared Aymen, Liz Phelan, Todd Knepper, Heather Marsh, Deacons Ray Pizana and David
Hammer, and Fr. Daniel Wheeler.

St. Elizabeth Parish Finance Committee
The Finance Committee at St. Elizabeth Parish assists Father Dan in the financial matters of the parish, advising
him on making decisions regarding spending funds for the benefit of parishioners. The Finance Committee serves
as a consulting body for parish expenditures and (as needed) in any financial matter requiring the approval of the
bishop. The Finance Committee prepares an annual budget, promotes awareness of personal responsibility among
parishioners regarding good stewardship, and presents an annual report to the parish of our financial status.

The St. Elizabeth Parish Finance Committee is comprised of John Ellis (Chair), Katie Mattison, Chris Ameel, Mary
Hadley, John Kuenzer, Evan Kirby, Drew Lesko, and Fr. Daniel Wheeler.

St. Elizabeth Parish Mission Statement
“We, the family of St. Elizabeth Parish, dedicated followers of Jesus Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit and

transformed by the celebration of the Eucharist and God’s Word, reach out to all God’s people through charity,
prayer, fellowship and service.”

St. Elizabeth Parish Media

www.stelizabethstdominic.org
Our website is the best place to learn more about parish life, ministries, sacraments, upcoming events, Catholic
media and news, and more. Download the myParish app on any smart phone or join our Facebook page to see the
Mass schedule and to receive reminders about upcoming events and cancellations.

https://stelizabethstdominic.org/
https://stelizabethstdominic.org/st-elizabeth-st-dominic-parish-app
https://www.facebook.com/St.Elizabeth.St.Dominic/
https://www.facebook.com/St.Elizabeth.St.Dominic/


Ministries and Organizations
We thank all of you who serve our parish, our community, and our Lord through the following
ministries.We invite each of you to consider joining any ministry in which you may not already be
involved:
Altar Servers Intercessory Prayer Team Faith Formation
Ministers of Hospitality Parish Prayer Warriors Youth Ministry
Music Ministry RCIA/RCIC Young Adult Discipleship
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Stephen Ministry Funeral Ministry
Sacramental Preparation Migrant Ministry Parish Council
Homebound Ministries Men’s Discipleship Group Knights of Columbus
Helping Hands Bible Studies Hospitality
Building and Grounds: Maintenance & Repairs Rosary Altar Society

Fr. Dan Wheeler

In October 2020, Fr. Daniel
Wheeler celebrated his 72nd
birthday. He has faithfully served
as a priest for 46 years and has
served our parish for 33 years; we
sincerely thank Fr. Dan for his
service, leadership, and
unwavering commitment to our
parish and the Catholic Church.

Fr. Peter Clark, Senior Priest in
Residence at St. Dominic Oratory.
We thank him for his assistance in
ministering to our parish.

Clergy

Fr. Peter Clark

Stephen Ministry

Deacon Jim
Nicholson

Deacon Ray
Pizana

Stephen Ministers provide one-to-one, male-to-male or female-to-female, confidential, Christian care to individuals
experiencing difficulties in their lives, such as loneliness, grief, relationship issues, illness, etc. Stephen Ministers
spend an hour to an hour and a half with their Care Receivers weekly, listening, praying, supporting and
encouraging, as long as needed.
This past year, while adaptations were made to communicate safely during the pandemic, twenty-three Stephen
Ministers provided almost 800 hours of care for thirty-one Care Receivers. Additionally, Stephen Ministers and
Stephen Leaders met twice monthly, on Zoom when unable to meet in person, for 2 hours of supervision and
continuing education.
Two parishioners participated in an intensive online Stephen Leader training program and were commissioned as
Stephen Leaders at Masses this past September. Additionally, six parishioners participated in fifty hours of Stephen
Ministry training and were commissioned as Stephen Ministers at Mass this past May.
If you, a friend or relative could benefit from a Stephen Minister, or if you would like additional information, please
contact the parish office.

Deacon David
Hammer

St. Elizabeth Parish is blessed to have the ministry
of Deacons David Hammer, Jim Nicholson, and
Ray Pizana. Deacon David was ordained to the
Permanent Diaconate on May 15th of 2021.
Deacon Jim has moved to senior/retired status as
of December 5, 2020, and still continues to assist
as needed. Deacon Ray is in his 34th year serving
our parish. Ray continues to help with Baptism
preparation, is on the Parish Council, runs the
Migrant Ministry with his wife Grace, volunteers
with Share the Warmth, and has also become a
Stephen Minister.

St. Elizabeth Parish welcomed a new deacon May 15 when David Hammer was
ordained by Bishop Boyea at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in East Lansing.
The ordination was the culmination of more than seven years of classes, writing
papers, studying, and formation.
David started his Christian journey as a Southern Baptist, but when he met his future
wife, Jennifer, and her Polish Catholic family, and began attending Mass at St.
Stanislaus in Jackson, "something about it felt really right."
"Our first date started with Saturday night Mass," David recalled. "I was sweating
bullets, you know, a Baptist kid going to Catholic Mass. I was waiting for a lightning
bolt to strike me dead."
But the more he went to Mass, the more he felt God calling him. He came into the
church at Easter Vigil Mass on April 2, 1988. He and Jennifer married in 1991 and
moved to Tecumseh in 1992. David says he believes God continued to call him to serve
through the Diaconate, but he continued to be hesitant.
"I didn't think I was worthy," he explained. "This stayed in my head, God kept talking
to me, pressing me, but I kept rejecting it."
In 2012, Jennifer had a massive heart attack and wasn't expected to live. She spent three weeks in a drug-induced
coma, half of her heart dead, and David spent three weeks in constant prayer. Doctors didn't expect her to survive but
she did and later made it through a quadruple bypass.
"She was a miracle," David says.
God continued to talk and David finally listened.
"I always had some relationship with the Lord," he said. "So I said to the Lord, if this is truly what you want me to do,
I need to know it's you and not my ego."
David is ecstatic to be able to serve the church in whatever way he is called to serve. When he was ordained May 15,
David said he was "focused on the moment."
"It is the most freeing thing in the world to finally say to the Lord, 'Okay, wherever you want to take me, I'm going,'"
David said. "I look back and see where I was guided through and helped, and it's almost a confirmation that I actually
did what I was telling the Lord--this is yours, I'm along for the ride."

Deacon David Hammer

Key Parish Updates
Despite the roadblocks that prevented us from many of our regularly scheduled activities over the past year, our
parishioners managed to accomplish quite a bit.
The Knights were able to tee off at their annual golf outing in August and in October the parish office was moved
from the rectory to the new addition at the Parish Center. The office had been in the rectory since 1952 when the
present church was built.
Migrant Ministry welcomed migrants and provided meals.
The 2020 Roast Beef Dinner was cancelled but we were able to hold the raffle virtually, and Mass was live streamed for
a full year, right up until Pentecost. Congregational singing started in May, we had two confirmation classes who
received their sacrament, and 10 First Communion children.
Heather Marsh was able to do a virtual Steubenville retreat for the parish youth, which was very well attended, and we
wrapped up the fiscal year with a highly successful parish picnic.
Our parish celebrated David Hammer, who was ordained to the permanent diaconate in May and hit the ground
running, including baptizing his own grandson, Henry.
In our upcoming fiscal year, we are going to be celebrating the 75th anniversary of the parish, which was founded in
1947. Our anniversary year will include a new parish directory, a special Mass next summer, and many other activities
designed to celebrate our amazing community.



Youth Ministry

One thing you can always count on in the Catholic Church is hope! Hope for eternal life, hope for a new day. One of
the clearest signs of this hope is seen in our youth. From the little ones in the pews who coo and cry during Mass to
the teens approaching graduation who are leaders of faith in the community. There is promise within each of them
and we are excited to see how God will use them to change the world and bring about His Kingdom if they choose to
follow Him.
We strive to build a strong faith foundation through our religious education classes. Throughout the school year our
catechists work hard to create opportunities for our students to encounter Christ and His all-encompassing love for
them. It could be through song, art, study, prayer, conversation, or small groups. Our catechists bring their unique
talents to our program and plant the seeds of faith. Through the years we continue to help that seed sprout and
grow strong. Faith is put to action as our students serve those of our community, take on the roles of altar server and
cantor during Mass, bring their friends to parish events, and give up their free time to participate in retreats and
conferences.
This year faith formation took on a new look to accommodate the necessary precautions to keep everyone safe. We
offered both in-person and at-home catechesis options to ensure the safety and comfort of our families. Using both
platforms we were able to prepare our students to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Communion
and Confirmation! This spring we saw 10 students receive Christ in the Eucharist for the first time. In addition, 35
students were sealed with the Holy Spirit during the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Our youth and young adult groups continue to grow! This was a year of evangelization with non-catholics joining us
and finding a place to call home. In the midst of the chaos that surrounded us, these groups were a place of
constancy, love and support. To address the needs of these individuals we focused on fellowship and prayer, with
superabundant laughter and frequent trips to sit with Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration. Our relationships with one
another and with Jesus have been nourished and individually we are stronger for it.
To all those who support our youth - THANK YOU! Whether it's as a donor, volunteer, catechist, chaperone or
prayer partner, you are causing ripples of Christ's love to spread out in all directions. Yes, the youth are the future,
but they are also the present - thank you for investing in our hope.
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I am really excited to enter my senior year at Saint John Vianney Seminary. It’s hard to believe but I have just
5 years to go, including this senior year. This summer has been great. I have been heckling Fr. Todd, the
pastor at Sacred Heart Church in Hudson, taking care of a cemetery and renovating the
rectory in Hudson, but I am ready to tackle my last year as a minor seminarian. The
diocese has made me the diocesan leader for the minor seminarians, a position given only
to seniors. I am, of course, the only senior for our diocese at the minor seminary. Needless
to say, this position did not come as a surprise to me. Being the diocesan leader just means
getting the Lansing seminarians together to do fun stuff like paintball, a repeated outing
among the Lansing guys, and keeping in contact with the director of vocations. I also will
oversee all music at the seminary, since Saint John Vianney decided that I would be their
Music Chair this upcoming year. This will be a very fun job to coordinate and I am really
looking forward to it. I also will finish out my Philosophy and Catholic Studies majors,
which will make me an official Know-It-All™ and Obscure-Referencer™. All-in-all, it
should be a very enjoyable year that marks the end of my time as a minor seminarian. I continue to grow
through formation and spiritual direction and find my love for the priesthood grow more and more. Lastly,
my relationship with the Lord only gets better as I run this race with Him. Please pray for me, that I may draw
closer to Jesus, I will pray for you as well. God Bless you all.

From Josh Bauer, Seminarian
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https://www.dioceseoflansing.org/vocations


Diocesan Service Appeal
The 2021 Diocesan Service Appeal was held in the spring, and I cannot begin to express my gratitude for the
financial sacrifices that you have made for this appeal. By the great generosity of each one of you, we exceeded our
Diocesan Service Appeal Goal ($55,813) by the end of July, when we were at 114% of our goal. Thank you so much
to each of you who contributed.
Thank you for your constant support and generosity. Your financial gifts provide the means for the Church to
thrive and serve our community. May God bless each of you as you help continue the mission of the Church.

In Christ,

Fr. Dan Wheeler

“Witness to Hope” Campaign
In 2017, the Diocese of Lansing launched a fundraising campaign to support the growing needs of our diocesan
community. The funds raised in this campaign allow our parish and our diocese to continue to nurture the Catholic
faith and provide for the many needs of our community by collecting funds for the purposes of strengthening our
parishes, youth and family formation, evangelizing and living our faith, caring for our priests, and supporting our
shared ministry.
While the initial pledging phase of the campaign is completed, the fulfillment of these pledges continues through
2022. To date, the parish has received back $137,279.31 of the pledged amounts that have been paid.
Thank you to all who responded to God’s call in this way; we are deeply appreciative of your continued financial
support to our Church.

External Giving – St. Elizabeth Parish

Diocesan Collections $5,666
Evangelization, Local & Global Missions, Retired Religious Fund,
Campaign for Human Development

Local Ministries $11,692
Helping Hands, Migrant Ministry
Total External Giving $17,358

Online Giving
During the 2020 - 2021 fiscal year, approximately 40% of the Sunday Offertory came from our
Online Giving program, which is up from 34% from the previous year. Total usage of online giving
increased by 19% this past year. Thank you to everyone who is enrolled in Online Giving. Online
Giving is better for the environment and easier on our parish staff. If you would like to enroll,
visit www.stelizabethstdominic.org/parish-life/online-giving, click on the link to Our Sunday
Visitor, and follow the prompts to register an account.

● The offertory for the year increased 2% over the previous year as church services resumed. However, the offertory
is still below the pre-pandemic levels.

● Other revenue came from a donation by the Sage Foundation to replace the lawn maintenance equipment,
contributions received in memory of Mrs Busch, and the Parish share of the Witness to Hope donations.

● The capital expenditure represents the final payment for the office building addition
● Major maintenance expenditures during the year included replacing one rooftop heating/cooling unit on the
parish center, purchasing a new lawnmower, and improving the HVAC system in the church.

Explanation of Values - St. Elizabeth Parish

Parish Expenses – St. Elizabeth Parish

Assessments $60,360
Represents Diocesan, Priest Retirement, School Assessments

Church Employee Benefits $23,680
Social Security, Disability, Hospitalization, Retirement

Pastoral & Secretarial Services Salaries $114,022
Pastor, Secretary, Musicians, & Visiting Priests Stipends

Christian Service, Parish Life & Worship $12,927
Hospitality, Ministries, Social Events, Funerals, Supplies,
Liturgical Roles, Music Ministry, Clergy Training & Education

Church Plant Operations $131,535
Maintenance Salaries/Supplies, Contracted Services,
Repairs/Utilities

Capital Expenditures $76,955
Equipment, Remodeling, Improvements

Administration $113,754
Office Supplies, Printing, Phone, Equipment, Postage, Etc.

Religious Education $68,062
Salaries, Benefits, Supplies, Instructional Materials
Total Expenses $601,295

Parish Net Revenue – St. Elizabeth Parish

Parish Revenue $791,546

Parish Expense $601,295
Net Revenue $190,251

Parish Revenue – St. Elizabeth Parish

Sunday & Holy Day Contributions $569,172
Regular Weekly Collections

Fund Raising $14,565
Roast Beef Dinner Raffle

Other Revenue $141,019
Interest, Bequests, Publications, Other Collections

PPP Loan Forgiveness $61,700

Religious Education $5,090
Tuition: CCD, VBS
Total Revenue $791,546


